Early mark making
and writing skills
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Early Mark Making

e Children begin to make very early marks to
represent writing.

e There is a clear progression in this and we
encourage them at every stage.

e Take time to play alongside your child to
encourage their opportunities, grip, motivation
and desire to write.




...................................................................................

The technical stuff!ll

“Children are naturally drawn to making marks. Long
before they pick up a pencil or a paintbrush, they
will experiment with making marks using hands,
fingers, feet etc as well as various found objects
that they come across in day-to-day life. For
children to become really confident and secure
mark makers, we need to provide them with lots of
different opportunities, with a variety of exciting
mark making resources, in many different contexts”



Gross and fine motor skills

e Children begin to make marks as they play- with
brushes, sticks, chalk- using their shoulder pivot,
with gross movements

e They then narrow this down to the use of the
elbow, gaining more control.

e Finally they use their wrist and fingers for finer
control



https://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://www.powerfulmothering.com/how-to-make-a-diy-kids-chalk-board/&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjft8GYs7vNAhVLCMAKHbToDMEQwW4IOjAS&usg=AFQjCNGcspfGJdT8eU6iOI--x9Xz1Rzh4Q
https://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://eduart4kids.com/painting-for-kids/&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjojKqxs7vNAhUEKsAKHfx9AJwQwW4IFjAA&usg=AFQjCNEhGTOPxTs_RBF7c56XzNJTYlNXDQ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?q=https://www.adoption.net/a/parenting/blogs-parenting/tips-for-writing-updates-for-birth-parents/31637/&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjY37S9s7vNAhWGLMAKHTJWBSoQwW4IJjAI&usg=AFQjCNGqEp4MuCEpZoqFAMVBxr-xiqJsXQ

Progression in mark making

HeidiSongs' Chart of the

Developmental Progression of A Child's Writing
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Grip progression 3 & 4
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So when you ask your child... "what did you do at
school today ?° ......
Just remember, when they say nofhmg/ “there

are incidental areas of learning going on all day aT
school, indoors and out |




